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Listeners,  here  are  some  serious  thoughts  for  a  May  day  —  serious 
thoughts  about  our  native  wild  flowers  in  this  week's  letter  from  our  Department 
of  Agriculture  correspondent. 

She  writes:     "Old-timers  living  in  near"by  Virginia  and  Maryland  often  tell 
me  about  the  wild  flowers  that  used  to  grow  so  thickly  all  over  this  country  in 
springtime.     They  say  the  woods  were  matted  with  their  color.    They  used  to  go 
out  and  bring  home  bushel -basket s  of  lovely  fragrant  pink  arbutus  and  fill  their 
arms  with  pink  ladies  slipper.     That's  the  way  it  used  to  be,  they  say.     But  the 
children  of  today,  poor  things,  consider  it  a  rare  treat  if  they  find  a  tiny 
patch  of  arbutus  in  the  woods  around  here.    And  to  see  just  one  pink  ladies 
slipper  is  something  to  remember  for  a  lifetime. 

"What  about  the  children  of  tomorrow?     They  may  not  go  wild  flower  hunting 
at  all.     In  25  or  50  years  the  arbutus  and  ladies  slipper,  the  beautiful  blue 
fringed  gentian  and  many  another  native  wild  flower  may  have  disappeared  forever. 

"That  may  sound  like  a  strong  statement  but  Mr.  P.  L.  Ricker,  the  plant 
scientist  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  charge  of  wild  flower  investiga- 
tions, tells  me  that  it  is  not  exaggerated  in  the  least.     Ec  says  many  of  our 
most  beautiful  flowers  are  disappearing  so  fast  that  they  are  in  great  danger 
!  of  extermination  in  some  localities  within  a  few  years* 

"We've  all  been  hearing  about  saving  our  forests,  and  our  birds  and  other 
wildlife,  and  saving  our  soil.     The  Government  is  doing  a  great  deal  toward 
saving  all  these  natural  resources.    We  have  large  tracts  of  national  forest  land 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  we  have  many  bird  refuges  and  wildli'fe  pre- 
serves.   But  what  about  the  flowers?     The  time  has  come  when  every  flower  lover 
and  every  patriotic  citizen  must  come  to  their  rescue  if  they  are  to  be  saved. 

"Flower  enthusiasts  and  garden  clubs  for  years  have  been  promoting  the 
cause  of  wild  flowers.     They  have  been  behind  many  State  laws  against  picking 
the  rarer  flowers.     But  these  laws  have  done  little  to  save  the  flowers  in  spite 
of  the  good  intentions  of  their  makers.     In  the  first  place,   States  have  not  pro- 
vided for  enforcing  the  laws.    Few  people  know  that  the  lav,rs  even  exist  and  many 

I  would  pay  little  if  any  attention  to  them  anyway.    Moreover  the  courts  have  held 
that  wild  flowers  arc  the  property  of  the  owner  of  the  land  and  no  one  can  pre- 
vent the  owner  from  picking,  digging,  or  destroying  his  property.    But  the  people 
who  pick  flowers  are  not,   so  the  scientists  say,  the  big  cause  of  the  disappear- 

i  ance  of  our  native  flowers.     They  are  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket,   so  to  speak, 

(more) 


R-HC 


-  2  - 


5/21/38 


The  big  destruction  has  corne  from  clearing  the  land  for  homes,  farms,  factories 
and  recreational  developments.     Grazing  and  erosion  of  land,  deforestation  and 
forest  firos  have  all  played  a  big  part,  too. 

"So  Mr.  Richer  says  that  there  are  nor  hut  two  ways  to  save  our  wild 
flowers.    One  is  to  establish  wild  flower  refuges  —  or  preserves,  as  we  have 
done  for  birds  and  game.    Another  is  to  encourage  nurseries  and  gardeners  to 
cultivate  wild  flowers  —  to  use  them  more  and  more  in  parks  as  well  as  in  home 
gardens.    National  or  State  forests  or  parks  and  wild  life  refuges  already  estab- 
lished could  easily  be  used  also  as  wild  flower  preserves. 

"The  Forest  Service  has  been  encouraging  community  forests  —  forests 
owned  b3^  a  county  or  a  community,  an  organization  or  a  school,  as  a  means  of 
saving  our  trees  and  providing  recreation  and  nature  education  for  ov/ners. 
Community  wild  flower  preserves  would  have  the  same  advantages.     To  save  our 
native  flowers  individuals  and  organizations  need  to  get  together  and  save  for 
the  public  or  for  the  State,  county,  or  community  areas  suitable  for  wild  flower 
growing.    Mr.  Ricker  tolls  me  that  2  years  ago  one  of  the  finest  wild  flower 
displays  in  the  country  was  growing  near  Bakerficld,  California.    Wild  flowers 
covered  some  5  thousand  acres  and  attracted  thousands  of  tourists  and  nature 
lovers  every  year.     They  came  for  miles  just  to  look  at  those  famous  wild  flowers. 
And  then  one  day  those  acres  and  those  flowers  were  all  plowed  up.     The  owner  was 
putting  that  land  into  a  farm.     How  much  beauty  might  have  been  saved  if  that 
land  had  been  bought  as  a  preserve  for  the  flowers! 

"Mr.  Ricker  believes  that  such  tracts  of  flowers  should  be  the  property 
of  the  community  or  the  country.     He  also  believes  that  when  land  is  to  be 
cleared  or  flooded,  nurserymen,  conservationists  and  wild  flower  lovers  who 
understand  how  to  do  transplanting  should  get  permission  to  remove  the  plants 
to  parks  or  home  gardens. 

"The  safest  time  to  move  such  plants,  Mr.  Ricker  says,  is  when  the  flower- 
ing or  fruiting  period  is  over  —  from  late  October  to  early  March.    Long  expos- 
ure of  the  roots  to  air  or  sun  is  sure  to  kill  them,   so  they  should  be  lifted 
with  plenty  of  earth  around  their  roots.    A  ball  of  moist  earth  or  wet  moss  kept 
around  the  roots  and  quick  transplanting  to  a  suitable  well-water  location  will 
help  them  live  through  moving. 

"By  the  way,  the  National  Wild  Flower  Preservation  Society  has  headquar- 
ters at  Washington,  D.  C.     If  you  want  circulars  on  growing  wild  flowers  from 
seed,  on  cultivating  wild  flowers,  or  on  wild  flower  sanctuaries,  write  the 
National  Wild  Flower  Preservation  Society,  Washington,  D.  C.     The  cost  of  their 
pamphlets  is  5  cents  each." 

That  concludes  this  week's  letter  from  our  correspondent  in  Washington, 

D.  C. 
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